
 

  

 

 

 
For immediate release         April 30, 2020 

Little League® Cancels 2020 World Series and Region Tournaments 
Due to the ongoing impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, Little League International has made the difficult and 

disappointing decision to cancel its World Series and Region Tournaments for first time in organization history; 

commits approximately $1.2 million in support to local leagues  

 

2020 MLB Little League Classic Presented by GEICO Also Canceled; Event Will Return in 2021 

 

• Web Release 

• Downloadable Assets 

• Frequently Asked Questions 

 

SOUTH WILLIAMSPORT, Pa. (April 30, 2020) – After a thorough assessment of the impact the devastating 

COVID-19 pandemic has had on 6,500 community-based Little League® programs in 84 countries and based 

upon the direction of governmental and public health authorities, and in consultation with medical professionals 

and our Board of Directors, Little League International has made the difficult and disappointing decision to 

cancel its seven World Series tournaments and their respective regional qualifying events.  

  

“This is a heartbreaking decision for everyone at Little League International, but more so for those millions of 

Little Leaguers who have dreamt of one day playing in one of our seven World Series events,” said Stephen D. 

Keener, Little League President and CEO. “After exhausting all possible options, we came to the conclusion 

that because of the significant public health uncertainty that will still exist several months from now, and with 

direction from Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf and Secretary of Health Dr. Rachel Levine, as well as senior 

public health officials and government leaders from locations where our other six World Series are held, as well 

as the their qualifying regional tournaments, it will not be possible to proceed with our tournaments as we’ve 

hosted them for nearly 75 years.” 

  

As we assessed the feasibility of including these tournament opportunities as part of that resumption of play, a 

number of factors went into the decision to cancel the World Series and Regional Tournaments, including:  

  

• The inability to play qualifying tournaments in many of our U.S. and International regions, coupled with 

direction from federal officials regarding the complexity of international travel restrictions and 

immigration requirements. 

• An indication from teams from around the globe that they will be unable to participate or travel to these 

tournaments. 

• The testing and mitigation protocols that would need to be in place at these significant public events 

should an individual participating or attending an event be diagnosed with COVID-19. 

  

The cancellation includes the 82 regional qualifying tournaments and their respective seven World Series 

events: 

• Little League Baseball – South Williamsport, Pa. 

• Little League Softball® – Greenville, N.C. 

• Intermediate (50/70) Baseball – Livermore, Calif.  

• Junior League Baseball – Taylor, Mich. 

• Junior League Softball – Kirkland, Wash. 

https://www.littleleague.org/news/little-league-cancels-2020-world-series-and-region-tournaments/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/lfnzzma08kr5osi/AAAENY6yE30ztJN6cqzxReuna?dl=0
https://www.littleleague.org/player-safety/coronavirus-update/faqs/


  

• Senior League Baseball – Easley, S.C.  

• Senior League Softball –Sussex County, Del.  

 

As 2021 was originally supposed to be the playing of the 75th Little League Baseball World Series, that 

celebration will now take place in 2022. More information about World Series locations and future dates can be 

found at LittleLeague.org.  

 

As a result of this decision, the 2020 MLB Little League Classic presented by GEICO, originally scheduled for 

August 23 between the Boston Red Sox and Baltimore Orioles, has also been canceled. Major League Baseball 

and the Major League Baseball Players Association have already committed to returning to Williamsport for the 

2021 MLB Little League Classic next August.  

 

“Delivering this news comes with a very heavy heart. We have never had to cancel our World Series 

tournaments, but, right now, as our world comes together, we must do everything we can to help stem the 

spread of this deadly virus,” said Hugh E. Tanner, Little League International Board of Directors Chairman. 

“While we take this pause from the World Series and Regional Tournaments this summer, we are committed to 

working with our volunteers and staff to continue to provide an unparalleled youth sports experience to all 

children and be back stronger than ever in 2021.” 

  
To assist the local Little League programs as they continue to assess their local operations, Little League 

International will be crediting all chartered programs with the affiliation fees paid for their chartered teams in 

2020, which totals approximately $1.2 million in support to local leagues. These funds will be credited through 

Little League’s Data Center and be available for local leagues to use on current balances, future affiliation and 

insurance fees, tournament enrollment, and other Little League-related expenses. 

 

As each state and community will have different guidance for resuming organized youth sports, Little League 

International strongly encourages volunteers to confirm with their local and state health officials that it is safe to 

do so before resuming Little League activity after May 11. These playing opportunities could include not only 

regular season activities, but opportunities for local district, and, perhaps, state all-star tournament play to 

provide players, especially those moving up to a new age division in 2021, a tournament experience, if possible 

and safe.  

  

Little League International and Regional staff will continue to be a resource for our District and league 

volunteers, and are encouraged to contact SeasonUpdate@LittleLeague.org for additional support. For more 

information about Little League’s recommendations surrounding the Coronavirus (COVID-19), frequently 

asked questions, season resumption guidelines, and more, visit LittleLeague.org/Coronavirus. 

 
About Little League® 

Founded in 1939, Little League® Baseball and Softball is the world’s largest organized youth sports program, 

with approximately two million players and one million adult volunteers in every U.S. state and more than 80 

other countries. During its 80 years of existence, Little League has seen more than 40 million honored 

graduates, including public officials, professional athletes, award-winning artists, and a variety of other 

influential members of society. Each year, millions of people follow the hard work, dedication, and 

sportsmanship that Little Leaguers® display at our seven baseball and softball World Series events, the premier 

tournaments in youth sports. For more information, visit LittleLeague.org, and follow Little League on 

Facebook (facebook.com/LittleLeague), Twitter (twitter.com/LittleLeague), and Instagram 

(Instagram.com/LittleLeague). 
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https://www.littleleague.org/news/dates-announced-for-next-three-years-of-little-league-world-series-events/
mailto:SeasonUpdate@LittleLeague.org
https://www.littleleague.org/player-safety/coronavirus-update/
https://www.littleleague.org/who-we-are/alumni/
https://www.littleleague.org/who-we-are/alumni/
http://www.littleleague.org/
http://www.facebook.com/littleleague
http://www.twitter.com/LittleLeague
http://www.instagram.com/littleleague


  

 

For more information contact: 

 

Kevin Fountain, Director of Media Relations, Little League Baseball & Softball 

E-mail: kfountain@LittleLeague.org ; Website: LittleLeague.org  

Office: 570-326-1921, ext. 2325; Cell: 570-295-7728; 

 
If for any reason you would like to stop receiving materials from Little League, simply reply to this message with “REMOVE” in the subject line 

mailto:kfountain@LittleLeague.org
http://www.littleleague.org/

